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Woodward, 1903 (1880) (Gastropoda): proposed precedence over 
BULIMINUSIDAE Kobelt, 1880 


Bernhard Hausdorf 


Zoologisches Institut und Zoologisches Museum der Universitat Hamburg, 
Martin-Luther-King-Platz 3, D-20146 Hamburg, Germany 
(e-mail: hausdorf@zoologie.uni-hamburg.de) 


Abstract. The family-group name BULIMINIDAE Kobelt, 1880 (Mollusca, Gastropoda) 
is a junior homonym of BULIMINIDAE Jones in Griffith & Henfrey, 1875 (Rhizopoda, 
Foraminifera). Both names are in use and refer, respectively, to a group of terrestrial 
snails with an Old World distribution, including both Palaearctic and Oriental taxa, 
and a cosmopolitan calcareous foraminiferan family found from the Cretaceous to 
Recent. It is proposed that the homonymy be removed by changing the spelling of the 
molluscan family-group name to give BULIMINUSIDAE by emending the stem of the 
name of the type genus Buliminus Beck, 1837, while leaving the foraminiferan name 
(based on Bulimina d’Orbigny, 1826) unchanged. It is also proposed that the 
molluscan family-group name ENIDAE Woodward, 1903 (based on Ena Turton, 
1831, a senior subjective synonym of Buliminus Beck) be given precedence over 
BULIMINUSIDAE Kobelt, 1880. The names of Ena and of its type species, Bulimus 
montanus Draparnaud, 1801, were placed on Official Lists in Opinion 475 
Guly 1957): 


Keywords. Nomenclature; taxonomy; Foraminifera; Gastropoda; Bulimina; 
Buliminus; Ena; BULIMINIDAE; BULIMINUSIDAE; ENIDAE. 


1. Jones (in Griffith & Henfrey, 1875, p. 320) proposed the foraminiferan 
family-group name Buliminida, based on the type genus Bulimina d’Orbigny, 1826 (p. 
269) which included 17 nominal species, among them Bu/imina marginata dOrbigny, 
1826 (p. 269, pl. 12, figs. 10-12). Cushman (1911, p. 76) designated 
B. marginata as the type species of Bulimina. Under Articles 29.2 and 32.5.3 of the 
Code Buliminida is an incorrect original spelling which must be corrected to 
BULIMINIDAE. The well-known and well-used name BULIMINIDAE refers to a family of 
calcareous foraminiferans which are cosmopolitan, found at a variety of oceanic 
depths, and from the Cretaceous to Recent; a number of the included species are 
palaeoecological and biostratigraphic indicators which are useful in ocean drilling 
projects (see, for example, the recent publications by Loeblich & Tappan, 1964, p. 
559; 1984, p. 43; 1987, p. 521; Mead, 1985, p. 228; Morkhoven, Berggren & Edwards, 
1986; Haynes, 1990; Bolli, Beckmann & Saunders, 1994, pp. 136, 347; and Wyn 
Jones, 1994, p. 116). 
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2. Pfeiffer (1879, p. 282) introduced the molluscan family-group name Buliminida, 
based on the type genus Bulimina Ehrenberg, 1831 (p. [84]), the type species of which 
is Bulimus labrosus Olivier, 1804 (p. 30, pl. 31, figs. 1OA and B) by monotypy. The 
family—-group name ts invalid, being based on a junior generic homonym (Article 39), 
but nevertheless it has been cited (as BULIMINIDAE) from Pfeiffer (1879) because his 
publication Nomenclator Helicorum Viventium is well known. The name BULIMINIDAE 
became available from Kobelt (1880) (see para. 3 below) but many authors were not 
aware of this because his ///ustriertes Conchylienbuch is a rare work. 

3. Kobelt (1880, p. 272) proposed the family-group name BULIMINIDAE, based on 
the type genus Buliminus. The name Buliminus was established by Beck (1837, p. 68) 
in the form ‘Buliminus (Ehrbg.) B.’ and Beck cited Bulimina Ehrenberg in the 
synonymy. Thus, Bul/iminus is an emendation of Bulimina Ehrenberg, 1831 and has 
been adopted as a replacement for Ehrenberg’s homonymous name. Under Article 
67.8 the genus Buliminus Beck has the same type species as Bulimina Ehrenberg, 1831, 
namely Bulimus labrosus Olivier, 1804. 

4. Woodward (1903, p. 309) replaced the name Buliminus Beck, 1837, which was in 
general usage at the time, by the senior subjective synonym Ena Turton, 1831 (p. 80), 
the type species of which is Bulimus montanus Draparnaud, 1801 (p. 65) by 
subsequent designation by Herrmannsen (1847, p. 421). Woodward believed Bulimi- 
nus to be a junior homonym of Bulimina d’Orbigny, 1826 in the Foraminifera (para. 
1 above) and that Ena was the oldest name available for the molluscan genus. The 
synonymy between Ena Turton and Buliminus Beck had been noted earlier, for 
example by Herrmannsen (1847, p. 421) and by Westerlund (1887, p. 22). Later, those 
names were used for separate taxa again (see, for example, Lindholm, 1925, p. 26; 
Thiele, 1931, p. 520 and Zilch, 1959, p. 183). The names of Ena and of its type species 
were placed on Official Lists in Opinion 475 (July 1957). Woodward (1903) also 
replaced the gastropod family-group name BULIMINIDAE Kobelt, 1880 with the new 
name ENIDAE Woodward, 1903. The family name ENIDAE was in prevailing usage 
for most of the last century and is still in use (see, for example, Emberton et al., 
1990; Bank & Menkhorst, 1992; Gittenberger & Menkhorst, 1993; Manganelli et al., 
1995; Schileyko, 1998). In these circumstances, under Article 40.2.1 of the Code 
ENIDAE takes precedence over BULIMINIDAE Kobelt, 1880 and is denoted as ‘ENIDAE 
Woodward, 1903 (1880)’. ; 

5. Schileyko (1978, 1984) revised the classification of the family ENIDAE Woodward 
and concluded that Buliminus Beck, 1837 and Ena Turton, 1831 belong to two 
different subfamilies, for which he used the names BULIMININAE Kobelt, 1880 and 
ENINAE Woodward, 1903, reinstating BULIMINIDAE Kobelt, 1880 for the family. 
Schileyko’s restoration of Kobelt’s name for the family was not in accord with Article 
40a of the 1964 Code then in force because ENIDAE had become generally accepted. 
However, since that time the name BULIMINIDAE Kobelt, 1880 has been increasingly 
used as the name for the family (see, for example, Hausdorf, 1994, 1999; Alonso, 
Henriquez & Ibanez, 1995; Bank & Neubert, 1998). Although the classification of the 
family is still at issue, there is agreement that Buliminus and Ena are correctly placed 
in different subfamilies. Bank & Neubert (1998) and Schileyko (1998) included four 
to six genera in the subfamily BULIMININAE, for which no other name is available. 

6. Schileyko (1998) tried to remove the homonymy between BULIMINIDAE Jones in 
Griffith & Henfrey, 1875 (Foraminifera) and BULIMINIDAE in Mollusca by proposing 
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a new gastropod name BULIMINUINAE based on Buliminus Beck, 1837. However, 
emendment by an individual scientist to the stem of a generic name on which is based 
an existing homonymous family-group name is not permitted under Article 55.3.1 of 
the Code. The name BULIMINUINAE is an unjustified emendation of BULIMINIDAE 
Kobelt, 1880 and has not been used by any other author. 

7. In accord with Article 55.3 the case of homonymy between the gastropod 
family-group name BULIMINIDAE Kobelt, 1880 and the foraminiferan family—group 
name BULIMINIDAE Jones in Griffith & Henfrey, 1875 is referred to the Commission. 
I propose that the full generic name of Buliminus Beck, 1837 be used as the stem so 
that the gastropod family-group name based on it would become BULIMINUSIDAE 
Kobelt, 1880, thereby overcoming the homonymy. I think that it is preferable to use 
the entire generic name Buliminus- as the stem, rather than Buliminu- as proposed by 
Schileyko (1998), because it is usual to emend the stems of similar generic names in 
this way (see Recommendation 29A of the Code). The unusual emendment 
Buliminu-, resulting in BULIMINUIDAE and BULIMINUINAE Kobelt, 1880, might cause 
subsequent errors. 

8. It is clear that Woodward (1903) replaced the name BULIMINIDAE Kobelt, 1880 by 
ENIDAE Woodward, 1903 because it was based on a generic name (Buliminus Beck, 
1837) which he rejected as a supposed junior homonym and a junior synonym. I 
propose that the family-group name ENIDAE Woodward, 1903 (1880). which was in 
prevailing usage for most of the last century and is in continuing use, be conserved 
by giving it precedence over BULIMINIDAE Kobelt, 1880 (emended to BULIMINUSIDAE). 

9. I have discussed this application with several colleagues who work on molluscs 
(R. Bank, P. Bouchet, G. Falkner, E. Gittenberger, F. Giusti and P. Mordan) and 
they have agreed with the proposals. I hope that the proposals now find general 
acceptance. 

10. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly 
asked: 

(1) to use its plenary power to rule that: 

(a) for the purposes of Article 29 of the Code the stem of the generic name 
Buliminus Beck, 1837 (Gastropoda) is BULIMINUS-; 

(b) the family-group name ENIDAE Woodward, 1903 (1880) and other family— 
group names based on Ena Turton, 1831 are to be given precedence over 
BULUMINUSIDAE Kobelt, 1880 and other family—group names based on 
Buliminus Beck, 1837 whenever their type genera are placed in the same 
family-group taxon (Gastropoda); 

(2) to place the following names on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology: 

(a) Bulimina @Orbigny, 1826 (gender: feminine), type species by subsequent 
designation by Cushman (1911) Bulimina marginata dOrbigny, 1826 
(Foraminifera); 

(b) Buliminus Beck, 1837 (gender: masculine), type species by monotypy of 
the replaced nominal genus Bulimina Ehrenberg, 1831, Bulimus labrosus 
Olivier, 1804 (Gastropoda); 

(3) to place the following names on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology: 

(a) marginata d’Orbigny, 1826, as published in the binomen Bulimina 
marginata (specific name of the type species of Bulimina dOrbigny, 1826) 
(Foraminifera); 
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(b) Jabrosus Olivier, 1804, as published in the binomen Bulimus labrosus 
(specific name of the type species of Buliminus Beck, 1837) (Gastropoda); 

(4) to place the following names on the Official List of Family-Group Names in 
Zoology: 

(a) BULIMINIDAE Jones in Griffith & Henfrey, 1875, type genus Bulimina 
d’Orbigny, 1826 (Foraminifera); 

(b) ENIDAE Wooward, 1903 (1880) (type genus Ena Turton, 1831) with the 
endorsement that it and other family-group names based on Ena are to be 
given precedence Over BULIMINUSIDAE Kobelt, 1880 (type genus Buliminus 
Beck, 1837) and other family-group names based on Buliminus whenever 
their type genera are placed in the same family-group taxon (Gastropoda); 

(c) BULIMINUSIDAE Kobelt, 1880 (spelling emended by the ruling in (1)(a) 
above) (type genus Bu/iminus Beck, 1837) with the endorsement that it and 
other family-group names based on Buliminus are not to be given priority 
over ENIDAE Woodward, 1903 (1880) (type genus Ena Turton, 1831) and 
other family-group names based on Ena whenever their type genera are 
placed in the same family-group taxon (Gastropoda); 

(5) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Generic Names in 
Zoology the name Bulimina Ehrenberg, 1831 (a junior homonym of Bulimina 
d’Orbigny, 1826) (Gastropoda); 

(6) to place the following names on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid 
Family-Group Names in Zoology: 

(a) BULIMINIDAE Pfeiffer, 1879 (based on the junior generic homonym Bulimina 
Ehrenberg, 1831 and a junior homonym of BULIMINIDAE Jones in Griffith & 
Henfrey, 1875); 

(b) BULIMINIDAE Kobelt, 1880 (spelling emended to BULIMINUSIDAE in (1)(a) 
above) (Gastropoda); 

(c) BULIMINUINAE Schileyko, 1998 (an unjustified emendation and junior 
objective synonym of BULIMINUSIDAE Kobelt, 1880) (Gastropoda). 
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